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In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

My Lord and my God, | firmly believe that you are here, that you see me, that you hear me. | adore you
with profound reverence. | ask your pardon for my sins and the grace to make this time of prayer fruitful.
My Immaculate Mother, St. Joseph, my father and lord, my guardian angel, intercede for me.

Our topic for this time of prayer together is a fascinating one; the relationship between justice and charity.
The Lord told us a parable, an unforgettable parable, the one about the unjust servant, who had just been
forgiven much, and then turned around and throttled a fellow servant, who owed him very little. This
parable can help us to enter into this topic because it shows us such a contrasting approach to justice.

On the one hand, an approach that is filled with mercy. And on the other hand, an approach that is cold
and hard hearted. And in both cases, a legitimate debt was involved. In the parable that Jesus tells us, a
king was owed 10,000 talents, an enormous sum. His servant, the one who owed the 10,000 pleaded with
him. And in the end, the king was moved with compassion and forgave him that debt. He was moved with
compassion.

But then that very same servant went out, looked for someone who owed him a trifle. And basically, ruined
that person's life, because the unjust servant, that servant who lacked charity, insisted on strict justice. We
know that the classical definition of justice is giving to each person, their due but we are not machines.
And we are not interacting with other machines. We are Christians. And we cannot limit ourselves to a
cold and calculating way of giving others their due.

In the words of St. Josemaria, “Justice does not consist exclusively in exact respect for rights and duties as
in the case of arithmetical problems that are solved simply by addition and subtraction.” He goes on to
say, “The Christian virtue of justice is more ambitious. It leads us to be thankful, friendly, and generous. In
a word to deal with people, not just in a strictly just way, but to deal with each person, each situation with
charity. And even with affection.

Take for example, the situation of a house painter. You have hired someone to paint a room, to do a job at

your home. That person finishes the job and gives you the bill. Well, obviously justice means paying the
bill. But there are different ways of going about it. One of them is saying okay, | see here that | must pay
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within 30 days. So, I'll see you in a month. But another way is to think this person, this house painter, has
bills to pay, has a family to support, and furthermore, has the right to that amount that | agreed to.

And therefore, as soon as our job is done, | feel that money burning in my pocket, so to speak, in my virtual
pocket. And so a different approach to paying that bill would be, of course, finding ways of paying with
great gratitude and with great alacrity. In other words, right away. Someone with greatness of spirit, and
that, of course, is what we're looking for in this time of prayer, will pay that painter right away with respect.
With a great sense of graciousness.

I'm sure each of us was struck some years ago, when the Holy Father was talking about our way of giving
alms. You're walking along the street and you see someone asking for money. We can either ignore that
person, we can smile, we can acknowledge that person's humanity, we can give that person money. And
even then, we can either just toss the money into a basket or we can recognize that person's humanity,
that person's dignity, and place that money in that person's hand and say God bless you.

We are called to produce a Christian revolution. We often pray together about this fact, to produce a
revolution, a whole new way of interacting with those who are around us. Think of someone who is
magnanimous who goes overboard and doing things with a greatness of spirit. St. Josemaria was famous
for this. In the words of one of his biographers, St. Josemaria never limited himself to giving what anyone
else would consider sufficient or have strict justice, he always added a little extra. Whenever he did
someone a favor, he invariably did so with an elegant and smiling gesture, without expecting a bit to be
thanked.

Well, each one of us would love to acquire the reputation, of being magnanimous, of having greatness of
spirit, of injecting into each situation this attitude of just giving a little bit extra, or a lot extra, going beyond
the strict minimum.

Someone was recently recounting two experiences that illustrate the difference between strict justice and
the abundance of charity. First the example of strict justice. Just picture an ice cream parlor on Broadway
in New York City, years ago. A college student’s first year, just starting a job, and having a quote “training
session.” The training session was very simple. This person, the student had to practice scooping an exact
number of grams of ice cream, he would scoop it, place it on the scale in order to find out what that exact
number of grams looked like. So, that he would not give he would not give away product as it was explained
to him.

On the other hand, this same person was talking about a trip to Uzbekistan. Sounds like a very exotic
example, but what it comes down to is a trip one day to a bazaar. An open-air bazaar where this friend of
ours was staring at a very big barrel filled with dates; filled to overflowing. And it brought to mind those
words of Scripture pressed down, shaken together, running over, poured into your lap. For with what
measure you measure it shall be measured to you.

We don't have to think about Uzbekistan. We don't have to find it on the map. All we have to do is think,
well this really does have to describe me running over, pouring over into someone's lap. In my way of, for
example, doing favors. Looking for ways of serving those at home, for starters. What else can | give you?
How else can | help you? Just think how this will change things, our way of working.

Someone was telling a story, this was just yesterday, someone who back in the earliest days of COVID,
ended up in the hospital, not on a ventilator, thank God. But he was in the hospital for 14 days and he was
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amazed at the staff. The staff, if they had limited themselves to strict justice, they would have done the
minimum.

But they were in often. Coming to visit him, speaking through a phone because they couldn't enter the
room. But asking him, “Is there anything else we can do to make you more comfortable?” And the kitchen
staff the same thing. They would call him and say, “Is there anything in the meals that you didn't like? Is
there anything that you didn't receive that you would like?” And this person was really moved by that kind
of attention?

Well, we can use these examples to be thinking of our own situation. How can | be that generous, that
magnanimous, going overboard, in order to not just live strict justice, but an abundance of charity. As St.
Josemaria says, “Charity, which is like a generous overflowing of justice, must penetrate and accompany
justice because it sweetens and deifies everything.” God is love. What a wonderful sentence. “Charity,
which is like a generous overflowing of justice, must penetrate accompany justice because it sweetens and
deifies everything.

A powerful way for us to finish this time of prayer together is one final quote, consideration from St.
Josemaria. He says in this collection of homilies called, The Friends of God, “We need to forget about
ourselves, and aspire to no other honor than that of serving others. In the same way as Jesus Christ, who
preached that the Son of Man has not come, to be served, but to serve. This requires the integrity of being
able to submit our own will to that of our divine model, working for all men, fighting for their eternal
happiness and well-being.” And he finishes by saying, “l know of no better way to be just than that of a life
of self-surrender, and service.”

Well, these are revolutionary words, obviously. We might be thinking as we finish this time of prayer,
where else other than in our Catholic faith, is Christian mentality. Where else would we discover such a
beautiful and powerful vision of justice? As he says in his final sentence, “l know of no better way to be
just than that of a life of self-surrender, and service.”

We ask St. Josemaria to inspire us, just in these coming days that they're at home. For example, for starters,
we’ll be thinking self-surrender, service, and looking very actively, very consciously, with great imagination,
for ways in which we can serve. We can live this commandment of love with tremendous abundance.

| thank you my God for the good resolutions, affections, and inspirations that you have communicated to
me in this meditation. | ask your help in putting them into effect. My Immaculate Mother, St. Joseph, my

father and lord, my guardian angel, intercede for me.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. God bless you!
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