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My Lord and my God, I firmly believe that you are here, that you see me, that you hear me. I adore you 
with profound reverence. I ask your pardon for my sins, and the grace to make this Kme of prayer fruiLul. 
My Immaculate Mother, St. Joseph, my father and lord, my guardian angel, intercede for me.  
 
The grace of God is something unstoppable. SomeKmes we think about it as a material thing. Maybe when 
we were kids, children, we thought about grace, like clean water or maybe it was a symbol of light, a 
mysterious power that we don't know exactly what it is, because it respects our freedom, and at the same 
Kme, it has such a huge influence in every people's life, in every person's life, right? That's the grace of 
God, unstoppable. Many Kmes, different authors have represented that grace as a sun, the star that comes 
from the Eucharist, maybe the rays of sun that purify, that open new horizons. Other people like to 
represent the grace in saints, the Blessed Virgin Mary, obviously, is the first one that comes to mind, the 
purity of Mary, the joy of the saints.  
 
And all those representaKons just get a liVle closer, but sKll are very far away of what really happens when 
every single person, like you, like me, talk to God. Because when I talk to you, my Lord, it's not something 
where magic happens, like in a science ficKon or magical movie. It is more than that, it is a reality. And I 
don't see it. And that's why I pray to see beVer. That's why I try to talk to you, my Lord, every day, and 
that's why I look at the saints, because they are tesKmonies of light, and they inspire me and give me hope. 
All the hopes of this world come or have as a fountain, you, my Lord. And when I talk to you, I have access 
to grace.  
 
Maybe it's always helpful to pray in silence, many Kmes without words, always with the gospel. And today, 
I want to talk to you, my Lord, reading this scene of the Gospel of St. Luke, chapter 17, “On the way to 
Jerusalem, Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee, and he entered a village, and 
ten lepers approached him.” I want to make a parenthesis right now, in the Kmes of Jesus, leprosy was a 
combinaKon between, let's say of covid and cancer, a deadly sickness and very contagious, extremely 
contagious. Lepers were outcasts from villages, from society. By law, they had to have a bell around their 
neck in order to grab the aVenKon of people if they were approaching and they were unseen or they were 
ge[ng too close. So they were treated like, almost like animals. Like as you would do with a cat or a cow 
that we put a bell to recognize its presence right and also by law, if they were too close to the city or to a 
gathering, you were allowed to stone that person. Right, to just, to yell and to throw stones to a human 
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being in order to prevent him or her from ge[ng too close to you or to your kids, to your children or to 
your friends. So, let's go back to this scene that we just read. Jesus is going with maybe a few of his 
disciples. He's going to Jerusalem. He's going through Samaria in Galilee. And in this unknown village, 
probably in the outskirts of the village, 10 lepers approach him. Imagine, you know, the shock, the fear 
that human beings will have, and imagine the fears of the lepers as well. That's why the gospel says, 
“Keeping their distance, they called out saying, ‘Jesus, master, have mercy on us.’” What a wonderful 
prayer that we, and I, can say right now. Jesus, have mercy on me. Maybe I'm not a leper in my skin, but I 
had the leprosy of envy, the leprosy of resentment, the leprosy of impurity, the leprosy of indifference, 
sloth, or whatever it is that you and I have, right? And when he saw them, when Jesus saw them, he got 
closer. I imagine the apostles trying to stop Jesus and Our Lord, kind of looking at their eyes saying that, 
“Don't worry. I got this.” And the apostles were probably in shock. “What are you doing? This is beyond 
charity. This is beyond expectaKons. You should not do this.” And you know, “What are you doing? There 
are 10 lepers, not one, but 10.” So, Jesus approached them. Imagine, I don't know how you can and I 
imagine that scene, but I think they were probably frozen. Maybe kneeling down, shaking with pain, and 
in that interacKon, like in any other miracle, Our Lord asks for a liVle bit of faith, and then he says 
something that doesn't make sense, at least, it is not the top priority for those lepers. He says, “Go and 
show yourself to the priests in the temple,” which is very counter intuiKve, because it's going to a public 
place where you can be killed, stoned, or accused of spreading something that is deadly in a temple to the 
priests. It's like in the miracle of the Wedding Feast at Cana, when Our Lord is asked to provide for wine 
and he asks for water, or when Peter is exhausted with James and John ader a night of doing the best they 
could, and ge[ng nothing, and Our Lord saying, “Throw the net, go deeper.” That's the miracle, right? The 
miracle is not the thing, but the miracle is maybe that we believe, and we do something beyond 
expectaKons, in darkness. And that's what Our Lord is asking us today. Maybe they went and on their way, 
they were made clean, they were healed. They went, they obeyed in darkness, and then on their way, the 
miracle happened and they were realizing just there, that this is helping, this is, kind of, is happening. And 
they were just for the first Kme, feeling their arms without the stretch of their skin tearing their muscles. 
And they were just exultant with joy. They probably cried, all of them, thinking that they would preVy soon 
see their families back again and go back to society and live like human beings again and being accepted.  
 
Only one of them came back to Jesus. Only one of them, and he was a Samaritan. In in modern days, we 
would say he was a liberal in the sense that Samaritans were very, very much rejected by Jews. They were 
pagans, basically, or considered pagans. And only that Samaritan came back. And then he knelt-down in 
front of Our Lord, and Our Lord raised him up and gave him a hug. He’s the only one that received a hug 
from Jesus, the only one that took advantage of the great deal that was not just healing his skin, but 
actually healing his soul. And the whole scene that is not a parable but is a real story, is very symbolic of 
confession. We are restored. And we’re restored Jesus because of your Cross. Because of your sacrifice on 
the Cross. Our Lord sent them anKcipaKng the merits of his Cross and providing for a healing that was 
beyond expectaKons. It was a healing that had to do with heaven, with the powers of heaven. And then 
this leper came back, and I'm preVy sure that he hugged Jesus and was warmed for the first Kme. They 
were embraced with Jesus Christ, with a human being, and he was, the first person he embraced was Jesus 
Christ. What a great deal. What an image of hope for you and for me. 
 
Today we're celebraKng Our Lady of Mercy, or Our Lady of Ransom. It is an order that actually happened 
or started in Spain, in Barcelona, where I was born, in the year 1218 when Our Lady appeared to St. Peter 
Nolasco, King James I, and asked them to create an order that would pay the ransom for other peoples, 
no not for their sins, but for their imprisonment, in prisons run by the Moors. In that Kme in Spain, there 
was an invasion of Moors, and the prisons were very, as any prison, a living hell. And Our Lady asked for 
some volunteers to go, and some of them, apparently, the tradiKon says, that some of them exchanged 
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themselves, like Maximilian Kolbe in the concentraKon camp. They did the same in the Muslim prisons. 
They went there and they volunteered to make an exchange. “Myself instead of that person, that guy. That 
person, a dad or mom, they can go home and I will take his or her place here.” And they made one-fourth 
vow, and the vow was to die if necessary, for someone losing his faith. If someone is losing his or her faith, 
they made this vow of I would die to save that person, offering themselves as a sacrifice, connecKng with 
the Cross, connecKng with the healing power of Jesus, with the grace of God to heal leprosy, spiritually or 
materially in the world. What a great way to understand my existence, my Lord. When you encounter 
those lepers, when you were at Cana, when you were fishing with Peter, all those miracles are connected 
to the power of the Cross. It's not that, I'm sorry about this example, but it's not that Jesus Christ was a 
Mary Poppins, right, with a magic wand just doing amazing things around just gaining, you know, followers. 
That would be a very superficial way to understand the power of God. The power of God comes first of all, 
because he is Creator, but in this world, in our Kme, because he paid for that, and he paid with a Cross 
that's the price to pay. And Our Lady was so connected with Our Lord that she has a say also in this game, 
so to speak, of redempKon. And she, like Jesus, she learned from him. They are moved by what's going on 
in the world. And maybe today, we need Our Lady to open our hearts. We ask you, my Lord and Our Lady, 
your mother, to open my heart, to be giving myself as a ransom for many, as we say in the Mass every day 
when we receive the Eucharist. So, I connect and I parKcipate in the way you do things, giving myself. What 
a wonderful way of living.  
 
Last summer, I was in Washington, D.C., visiKng some museums. We went on a trip with some young men, 
sophomores in high school, and we went to one of those museums in the capital of the U.S. that had 
different pieces of art. And there was a secKon on diamonds and emeralds and all sorts of pearls and stuff 
like that. And it was really, really wonderful. Some of them were really big, big diamonds or stones, 
precious ones, priceless. And there was a crown or a diadem, that belonged, I think, to a queen from 
England and uh I don't remember the numbers of diamonds, but maybe I'm going to say something 
ridiculous, but I think it was around 1000 of them, and they were all very small and put together in this 
wonderful diamond with a very classy kind of decoraKon, and, you know, a very kind of amazing gadget. I 
guess for a woman to put on her head to a recepKon or to a party or to a ceremony. And it was shining. 
And it was marvelous. It was kind of a hypnoKc, I would say, right? You would be in front of that diamond, 
and obviously it was protected by a glass, but sKll you could get to it very close. And all those liVle stones 
were reflecKng in a billion direcKons, the light of the museum, and it was precious and hypnoKc. And I 
think that in the Church, we have something similar, the main pearl, the main diamond, the priceless 
treasure is your Cross, Jesus. No quesKon about it. Your love is unstoppable and every Kme I look at the 
crucifix, I just, I understand a liVle bit of the amount of a lot of love that is awaiKng for me in heaven. And 
actually, now I can enjoy too. But I think that you like to decorate the Church, to decorate your Mother, so 
to speak. To adorn Mary with liVle emeralds or liVle diamonds that are the lives of the saints. And maybe 
you think that you're so small that you're not even a diamond. Yours is such an insignificant life that you 
don't count, or you just, it's not a big deal if you are not there. But this is not true. Because the beauty of 
the Church is the combinaKon of all of them, the variety of the saints and their sacrifices. My sacrifice is 
worth it. It’s totally worth it, and I want to believe in that today, my Lord. And my Mother, I want to ask 
you, Blessed Virgin Mary, you asked those saints in the 12th and the 13th century to go to prisons. And 
you don't even know who they are. I don't know their names but they did it, and they're wonderfully now, 
you know, happy in heaven with their hidden sacrifice, maybe for the eyes of the world, but with a huge 
heaven. And maybe today, I want to conKnue in this tradiKon. I want to be a sacrifice for others. I want to 
really give myself, and maybe I will not be crucified. Maybe I will not have leprosy or, but I want to give 
myself to you enKrely in my heart. And someKmes Jesus, I want to say something that when I suffer, 
someKmes I complain because I suffer. I think I suffer too much. But I think it's a gid. Because to suffer 
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means to be human. And to connect with people is painful, but it is also very, very much being you. Not 
comfortable, but very peaceful in a way.  
 
I remember this movie I watched it many years ago. I think it’s called A Pocke(ul of Miracles by Frank 
Capra, about this woman in New York City. A homeless woman that had a daughter when she was younger, 
not married, very poor, and then she sent her to Europe. And I don't know if I told you this story before, 
but anyway, the daughter is coming back at some point in the movie and then she, the homeless woman, 
is trying to throw a party to fake that she's rich. Because the daughter is coming back thinking that her 
mom, all those years that they've been contacted, that she's a millionaire or whatever, and then she's 
trying to throw a party to impress her. And at the beginning of the movie, this homeless woman is going 
back home and is poor. She drinks a lot of alcohol, so she's not a perfect person at all, right? But she's 
going to confession. And then there's a moment in the movie that she receives the Eucharist, the body of 
Christ. And you can see the liVle woman in the movie receiving Our Lord. And I always thought this is really 
what this is all about. Jesus encountering me. And then that woman in the movie has an impact on many 
other people, through her faith, through her joy. And you and I, when, when we sacrifice ourselves, we 
are not vicKms. The vicKm is Jesus Christ. But we are actually sacrificing something, and then we are so 
happy. I am so happy when I do something for others and I go beyond what my possibiliKes are in giving 
myself. And I need, Jesus, that you increase my faith in that too. I need that faith, that graKtude of the 
leper that was healed in order to go to the rest of the world to tell the good news. That's the gospel. That 
I was healed, and I want to kind of spread this real joy to others. 
 
SomeKme ago, three students came to my office in the school where I work, in Northridge in Chicago, and 
they closed the door. The three of them said, “Okay, you cannot lie.” “Okay, sure.” They were kind of 
interrogaKng me, I was si[ng down working, and then what's this? I didn't know what they wanted to do 
or to ask, but anyways, “Yeah, sure.” And they said, “What is… Remember you cannot lie.” So, “Not to 
worry, I will not lie.” “What is the best part of being a priest?” I said, “Okay.” I thought, “Okay, that's it?” 
And they were very serious, so I didn't want to take it like as a joke because they were serious. I said, 
“Okay, let me see.” And I told them, “Listen, I want to tell you a story. Let's see if it works.” And then, 
“When I was ordained a priest, I went to Madrid, Spain for five years. I worked as a priest there. So, the 
first spiritual director that I had just a month ader my ordinaKon, he received me, and he told me, basically 
two things. He told me the Mass is everything. You take care of the Mass, you'll be happy, basically. And 
then he told me, ‘I want to tell you another thing. I want to say another thing. From now on, you will be in 
your room, or you will be in a confessional, and people will come to you, kneel-down in front of you and 
open their hearts for confession. And you will hear things that they will not tell to anybody else, because 
they are talking not to you but to God through you. And you're going to be witnessing, for the rest of your 
life, day ader day, the encounter that you read in the gospel between the prodigal son and his father.’ And 
he told me, this this spiritual director. I will never forget that. He told me, ‘Do not ever get used to this. 
Ask Our Lord that you will never get used to such an encounter, to be witnessing, witnessing such an 
encounter, because that's a gid. That's a treasure.’” And that's what I told the kids, and one of them said, 
“Based,” which I think it means “legit” or something like that, anyway. But um, point being, you and I are 
instruments of God. I mean me as a priest, obviously through sacramental graces, but all of us have the 
possibility of giving ourselves to make that encounter between people and God possible. And maybe many 
Kmes, most of the Kme, we will not see the results of our acKons, of our sacrifices or morKficaKons or 
prayers, but that doesn't mean that they don't exist. Our Lord will take everything. Our Lady will take 
everything, and will exchange what you are doing, and your life and your pain, for someone that is suffering 
more than you, probably, and make them happy or give them hope or faith. And only in heaven we will 
see the results of our acKons and prayers. But they are there. They're treasures. They're you know, how 
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this is how Mary dresses herself. You know, the diamonds of your liVle prayers and sacrifices. This is so 
awesome, my Lord, to know that I'm connected through you to help people in the world, right? 
 
Some Kme ago, I was, it was a two years ago I think, I was in my house. We had a party for Christmas. So, 
we invited a lot of families from the neighborhood and families that we know, and we had, like 100 or 200 
people. It was a blast. And then before, kind of the beginning of the party, it was ader dinner around 
Christmas, I don't remember the day, but anyway, I was praying in the chapel and then families were 
coming, and I saw someone in my center, in my house, showing the chapel to a lady that I didn't know. 
She was in her 50s, I guess. And then she entered the chapel, and then she started crying. And I was going 
to say something, but they led. I said, “Hello,” but I didn't have Kme to say anything else. So, they led the 
chapel. And then later on, the party started. And then, you know how these things go, right? You start 
greeKng people, meeKng people, singing Christmas songs, whatever. And before you know, I forgot about 
her. Two days later, I received an email, and I want to read it to you. I hope she doesn't mind, because I 
wouldn't say her name, but, uh, in the email, she said, “Here's a story that you may like to hear. I remember 
as a liVle girl going to the kitchen, ge[ng some bread and pressing it into a circle to make a wafer. Then I 
would go to my room, close the door and pretend I was taking Holy Communion, because I loved Jesus 
very much. And I remember talking to Jesus about having a liVle chapel in our home with a kneeler and a 
crucifix so I could be with him any Kme.” And she conKnued, “On Friday, when I saw my room transformed 
into the chapel on the third floor of your home, and Jesus there present on the altar, I had tears in my 
eyes. My liVle prayer of years ago was answered in a way I never could have imagined. God has his plans 
and we do not see. It is beauKful what my childhood home has become and now how God is using it to 
bless so many lives. I will keep you in my prayers and all the work that you do, touching so many lives with 
the love of Jesus and the beauty and hope found in our Catholic faith.” So, you see here how God does 
things. A liVle girl in Chicago praying, preparing for First Communion, most likely asking Our Lord, “I would 
like to have you here, and I would like to adore you here in my room.” And years later, Our Lord takes that 
prayer that we think it's nothing. It's just a very childish desire, maybe, and Our Lord, Our Lady listening 
and saying, “Okay, granted.” And that house was bought later on by people in Opus Dei as a center, and in 
the room where the girl was playing, now we have a chapel. And she goes there, 25-30 years later, and 
she's in shock thinking, “It happened.” That's the shock, the good shock that we will have when we get to 
heaven. Everything is useful for the Church. Everything is worth it. I don't know where you are right now. 
You might be feeling a fire from God, indifferent, mediocre, whatever. Leper, like a leper, right? Like sure, 
I'll try to get to heaven. But who cares about my life, right? That is not true. Our Lord is very much paying 
aVenKon to every single one of your words, of your desires.  
 
St. Josemaria said that he considered himself a man of desires. More than acKons, or works, or words, a 
man of desires. Let's enter into this mentality of St. Josemaria saying, “Okay, I want to be a man or a woman 
of desires.” And Our Lord will fill our lives with meaning, with the meaning of redempKon, with a cross 
that gives peace to many, many souls. Our Lady needed volunteers in the 13th century, and she needs 
volunteers now. Right now, where we are, Our Lady's asking us, is begging us, “Can you help me? Can you 
give a liVle bit to people that don't know?” And in my heart, Jesus, like the leper, I want to come back to 
you, give you a hug and say, “Not only a liVle bit, I want to give myself enKrely to you.” And I'll ask the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Mercy, Our Lady of Ransom, to help me to give myself enKrely to you for 
the salvaKon of souls.  
 
I thank you, my God, for the good resoluKons, affecKons, and inspiraKons which you have communicated 
to me in this meditaKon. I ask your help to put them into effect. My Immaculate Mother, St. Joseph, my 
father and lord, my guardian angel, intercede for me. 


