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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

My Lord and my God, | firmly believe that you are here, that you see me, that you hear me. | adore you
with profound reverence. | ask your pardon for my sins, and the grace to make this time of prayer fruitful.
My Immaculate Mother, St. Joseph, my father and lord, my guardian angel, intercede for me.

Lord, as we again focus our attention on you, and as we focus our attention on you, we want to bring a
main reason, not the ultimate reason, but the main reason we have you here - and that's because a
teenage girl gave a colossal “Yes,” and hence, moved by the Holy Spirit, St. John Paul made the Institution
of the Eucharist a mystery of the Rosary: the last mystery, the Fifth Luminous Mystery. Because ultimately,
we have the Lord because of Mary's yes. She was not the core ultimate cause. We will proclaim the
ultimate cause, who is the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, the Holy Spirit. She was cons- he was
conceived by the Holy Spirit in concert with Mary's yes.

We're going to title this time of prayer, of meditation, as “The Mother of the Fisherman”. We have the
protagonist of the miraculous catch because a woman brought him into the world, translated an infinite,
transcendent, incomprehensible God into one of our own, because she was generous, and she said, “Yes”.
And everything's allegorical - | mean, these are real events, but they're allegorical as at the same time,
because we bring Christ into the world by imitating her, by being generous. That's why sanctity is the
answer. That's why holiness is what brings Christ into the world. And so she's as the Second Vatican Council
teaches us, she is the model of discipleship. That's now solemnly declared by the Church.

How do we want to look at this? Well, let's give the angle of the fisherman - the miraculous catch - fact it’s
most appropriate. We see that the Bible has two bookends, and Mary forms both book ends: the first
prophecy, the second main character, the first main character is her Son. She's the second main character.
“1 will put enmity between you and the woman, between your seed and her seed, and she will crush your
head, and you will strike at her heel.” Or “his heel” depends on the translation. The Greek one is | think
“her heel”, the original Hebrew is “his heel”. And the Church says it's both the same because she was at
the foot of the cross. She identified with the wound in the Lord's heel. The Passion is predicted because
God, who punishes our first parents and sin will be transmitted till the end of time - we call that Original
Sin - but at the same time, God promises us a bright light of hope, which would be a mother and son
combination, that a mysterious woman is the hope of humanity, and that she'll be intimately linked with
our salvation.

www.stjosemaria.org 1


https://stjosemaria.org/podcasts/the-mother-of-the-fisherman/

And we fast forward to the end of the Bible, the Book of Revelation, and there she is again, actually
crushing his head. And we read here, very different than the Annunciation account, where she's blends in
as one more village girl. That's what she was. But, you know, her interior was unparalleled, immaculately
conceived. But nevertheless, she was a village girl balancing, you know, containers of oil and water on her
head, like a lot of lot of the women did in those ancient, Mid-Eastern cultures. I'm sure they do it even
now.

“And a great sign appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun. And the moon was under her feet
and upon her head, a crown of 12 stars that being with child, she cried out in her travail and was in anguish
of delivery. And another great sign was seen in heaven. And behold a great red dragon having seven heads
and ten horns, and upon his head, seven diadems.” Rest of the passage segment describes the devil. And
there's an interpretation here, because it seems to ostensibly contradict Genesis - that she's crying out in
pain, in travail, as she gives birth to her son. Well, that is a contradiction.

But the common teaching of the Church is not solemn, it is that the child is not literally her Son, Jesus. It
is the work of evangelization - the pain in generating new lives in Christ. And the pain that it takes to attract
someone to Jesus Christ and to be instruments of conversion. Because we are in a serious war. It's not a
war of violence, but it is a war, as St. Josemaria says, “We're engaged in a war of love and peace.” God is
love and God is peace. Jesus is actually called Peace in the Old Testament, and very explicitly in St. Paul's
letter to the Ephesians, chapter two, he's called Peace. And so, Mary is very much a protagonist in this
struggle.

Just take it with a grain of salt, the Church has very interesting saints. One of them very interesting is St.
Joan of Arc, and she is one of the patron saints | think of France. And why this young woman? She's a
martyr. Why is she acting as a general? You say, “Well, to save France from going Protestant.” You know,
ultimately, there's other reasons, but my reason is she gives a glimmer of the Blessed Mother. She doesn't
carry weapons, but she does lead in battle, and she says it- with the disagreement of the generals, she
said, “We're going to attack them frontally, go straight at them.” And she had the English army pretty
scared, because she won every battle until she was captured.

And we see how well they're skipping steps that would normally have to be taken in a war, just attack
frontally and you'll win the battle. Why? Well, because now God's behind behind us, and same thing with
the Old Testament. Well, the odds are so, so stacked against us, whether it's Gideon, whether it's David
and Goliath, whether it's these battles the chosen people would have with the different tribes and nations,
with the Philistines, because and it's kind of like a light motif: God fights for Israel.

And so we are in a battle of love and peace, and Paul, as he engages in the New Evangelization, which is
the first one, he says here in his Letter to the Ephesians, and with Mary as the backdrop, well, it's- why is
the miraculous catch hard? Why is -? Because we're not we're in a battle too. We could make the case.
Why was that lake empty? Well, because the evil one made it empty- convinced the fish not to enter into
the net or bite the bait. And so Paul says the following, “For the rest, brethren, be strengthened in the
Lord and in the might of his power, put on the armor of God that you may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities and powers
against the world rulers of this darkness, against spiritual forces of wickedness on high.”

It's the second time he says this, but he develops it more here. We see the similarity between Mary's
intervention at Cana and the miraculous catch similarities. It's impossible to get wine- there is no wine,
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just like there is no fish. And we bring this to our current culture. Well, given the woke culture, given the
culture of death, given the attacks on living human life, on the sacredness of marriage, the sacredness of
human sexuality, the sacredness of conception of a human being, the- that Christ is so irrelevant to so
many people. Indeed, he just doesn't matter. And the mess we have a personal experience and these and
the experience of others, that when God is not in the mix, what a mess human lives become. And not
because God permits the cross, but because of a self-inflicted suffering that occurs because there's an
absence of the moral law, and there's actions of God and- and when people turn to God, things start to
heal and become remedied.

And so, we want to, we want to be fishermen of Jesus Christ. But | need, | need help. Who are the greatest
fishermen? Well, the saints. We have modern saints who are who have packed Rome with people honoring
them. | had a conversation with an Archbishop who is a Capuchin, to be exact, you were, it's not a secret.
Cardinal O'Malley, | knew him before he was important, because he spent four days here when he was
very you in a worldly sense, unimportant, everybody's important. He was an assistant bishop in some
remote island in the Caribbean, | think St. Thomas and so he was there. He's a Franciscan. Anyway, he
eventually became Archbishop of Boston. We stayed in touch ever since | met him here. He spent four
days here.

And he was comparing. He said, well, he went to the beatification of St. Josemaria he was blown away but
he says, he said, his saint is Padre Pio, because Padre Pio was a Capuchin, and so was his Cardinal O'Malley.
And | said, “Well, | don't know if you beat us with Padre Pio, Your Eminence. With St Josemaria the crowd
extended to the shores of the Tiber River, and the roofs of all the buildings were packed with people. Every
window had three or four heads coming out and and the square was packed. And the Italians were, took
a back seat, as it were, they were way back, because they, you know, they live in Rome, they live in Italy,
and so they let other nationalities, especially the Africans to sit in front.”

So the Lord owes the Italian something. And and so Padre Pio said, well, no, Cardinal O'Malley, I'm not
that close to him. Uh, Cardinal O'Malley said, “Um, well, Padre Pio packed St. John Lateran and they had
the canonization on a screen. You could see it on the screen. It was screened.” | said, “Okay, you have me
beat.” | said, “But | think we're a tied, Your Eminence, because John Paul wanted the same crowd to come
the next day when he invited ortho, orthodox patriarch, he said he wanted the patriarch to see that
crowd.”

That's true, because | went to both. My point is they're both very Marian, and they're both great fishers
of men, because they, there was a mother of those fishermen. We fishermen need Our Lady. She's not
there. She's not an add on. There's- nothing is an add on. She's key. And | would say the modern pope, all
the popes, but, you know, | think we got more aware of what the modern pope say, from Paul VI to Francis,
and | would say, of all the popes, Francis pushes the rosary the most.

Doesn't mean, hey, what happened with the other popes? I'm just saying that he's always asking for the
rosary. Peace in Gaza, peace in Ukraine, for the family, always the rosary, and he leads the rosary. And he
said that he began to appreciate the rosary even more on account of the devotion St. John Paul had to the
Blessed Virgin Mary. And so, we want to use her as a clamor, because what does she do? She reinforces
our prayer. Let me just read here. It's St. Luke who picks this up, the apostles observed Jesus praying, and
then they they're kind of moved by his prayer, and they say, “Lord teach us to pray.” And so, he teaches
the Our Father.
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And when we- if you look at the Our Father, basically it's one big petition for holiness with, you know, a
little different nuances, with nuances. “Thy kingdom come,” St. Paul's letter to the Thessalonians says,
“This is God's will, thy Kingdom come. Behold the kingdom is within you. It's holiness is a spillover of our
interior life. May God's will be done. God's will is your sanctification.” And it goes on and on and on. And
we pray that we avoid temptation, that we stren- we're strengthened in temptation that we have, that
we're always receiving that daily bread. | mean, the original word is super substantial bread, which is
allusion to the Eucharist.

And then, then, then he adds on which he's- Luke is the only one who continues this instruction on prayer,
“Which of you shall have a friend and shall go to him in the middle of the night and say, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves, for a friend of mine has just come to me from a journey,” and | have nothing to set before
him, and he from within should answer and say, ‘Do not disturb me. The door is now shut, and my children
and | are in bed. | cannot get up and give to you.”

So first of all, to pray well and to we need to be Jesus’s friend, I'll give you a very real example. Last summer,
someone banged on the door around, | don't know, about 9:30 at night at my- in my residence. And you
know, a kid, | open-up the door, and about a 25 year old young man walks right in. It was summertime,
but still, you know, he had no shirt on, all right? And he's asking me, he's lost, and he's he gives me kind
of an address with streets that are three, three miles away. | said, “You're looking for the house.” | said,
“Listen, you got to get the right street.” | said, “That street is, you know, for whatever it's worth, is in
Jefferson Park, that's about two and a half miles away.” And he says, “Well, what's going on here? | want
to know what's going on here.” With the grace of God, | was nice to the young man. It was kind of odd.
“Can | sit and can I- can you show me around and let me know what was going on here?”

So |, gently | said, “Listen, | got a lot to do, and | think you need to leave.” “Well, let me just hang out.” |
go, “No, you’re not gonna hang out. You're gonna leave because, you know people are busy here, and you
know you gotta- you're lost, and you get an Uber and go to the place and give that address to them.” The
kid heard that, you know, he was looking for somebody, and somebody was walking down the street,
“Looking for Fr. Peter?” He said, “Yeah,” and so he didn't know me from Adam. So he came in and well, if
he was my friend and wanted to hang out, | would accommodate him, and if he wanted a loaf of bread,
I'd give him that, whatever he wanted. If it were two in the morning, probably not. It better be important.
It better not just be for a beer that's for sure. Come tomorrow evening, don't go home. There's not a time
to die by.

But how about instead of, | think this is a Marian instruction. Well, he won't get up because he's his friend,
because too late, it's not the right time, even though you're my friend, no, I'm not going to get out of bed
and give you a loaf of bread. | know we're friends, but you know, tomorrow. “I say he will not give it
because he, | say to you, although he will not get up and give to him because he is his friend, but because
of his persistence, he will get up and give him all he needs.” Now, what if the mother of the man in the
house asked for that loaf of breath? Guess what? He's getting up. There's gonna be no pushback. And
that's Mary's role. Mary's role is to take care of us like a mom. Notice in the Canaan event, John never calls
Mary by name, and when he identifies Mary at the foot of the cross, he doesn't call her Mary. Luke calls
her Mary. John only cause calls her mother.

So she's, she's the mother of the fisherman. She's not just an administrative assistant. I've made her my
administrative assistant because | have such a long list of people to pray for. | said, “You know who they
are, you know, take care of it, alright?” But she's our mother. And so we see that in this Cana event, it's
very similar to the miraculous catch. There's no wine, there's no fish. And Jesus says, “Well, my hour has
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not yet come.” I'm sure he told his mom that one day I'm going to go public with all sorts of miracles and
all sorts of preaching.

And she and he said, at the wedding, there's a party, there's the cause and effect, a relationship between
no more wine and the apostles being there. And that's what, at least, that's what the Gospel says. “Jesus,
too was invited to the marriage, and also his disciples and the wine having run out,” that's what it says
here. So now these guys are putting it away. And like a good mom, she's watching, “Hey, they're running
out.” And these weddings were seven days long. They didn't end at 11:30 at night, or 11 at night. And what
does the Blessed Mother do? Well, she, “Listen- why- do something. You got to do something here. “Well,
I'm not- my hour has not yet come.” “Well, it just did come. I'm your mother. It just did come. Get- make
something happen.” “Okay mom. All right, but they have to, they have to do what I tell to do. I'm not going
to just create wine. They're going to have to cooperate with me. Are they willing to do what | tell them?”
“Yes.”

So, she convinces her Son. There's a miracle on the horizon. It's waiting, but the miracle cannot happen
until this cooperation, just like Jesus would not have come to the world, hypothetically, unless there was
human cooperation- that's the Blessed Mother. So, she's, in a certain sense, she's the initiator of the
miraculous catch. And gallons and gallons- it could be from, it says here it could be up to 120 gallons of
water. | was in Cana, and it's a lot of water. I've saw the containers, arid climate, 2000 years ago, it's the
same thing. “Wow. That's a lot of work. That's a lot of toiling.” “You want wine don’t you? Get out there
and fetch water.”

“Well, I'm a very practical man. What if | just got a bucket? And let's try that first, okay, before | haul in a
80 gallons to 120 gallons of wine- of water.” And what does the Blessed Mother do? | mean, it's different
words, but it's basically, “Go back, lower your net for a catch, get out there.” And it has a double entendre
here, you know, what does she say? “And his mother said to the attendants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.”
In other words, and what do they say? Well, their attitude is, “At your word, | will do this.” That's what
they're doing. And and what does Jesus say? “Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.” And they filled
them to the brim.” So they took it seriously. They filled them to the brim. “And Jesus said to them, draw
out now and take to the chief steward. And they took it to them, to him,” excuse me. “And now, when the
chief steward had tasted the water after it had become wine, not knowing whence it was, though the
attendants who had drawn the water knew, the chief steward called the bridegroom and said to him,
‘Every man at first, sets forth the good wine, and when they have drunk freely, then that which is poorer,
but thou, but you, have kept the good wine until now.”

And that wine also, it's a symbol the Eucharist, but it's also a symbol of conversion. That becomes safe to
say that wine is at a higher perfection than water, and so that's the conversion of water into wine is
someone who is grafted onto the life of Christ, and Mary is a key player here.

| recall, the- these big World Youth Days, I'll make it quick, because we're running out of time. We are out
of time the | was talking about, | don't know, in a homily, St. Mary of the Angels, that million people came
to Denver with World Youth Day. Well, that's- | was there. And then in Krakow, not Krakow, Czestochowa,
3 million came. | said, “No.” | said, “That's kind of a record.” And then a young Filipino who was at World
Youth Day from Manila, said “You're off by 3 million- 2 million people. The record is 5 million.” | go,
“Really?” He says, “Yeah, my country, Manila.” | don't know if anybody counted, but the 5 million.

I'll make this quick. | should have brought this up earlier, because it merits a little bit more detail. | talked
to a bishop, and the bishop said that when he landed in Manila, you know, the pope is older, and he's
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praying a lot on the plane, about 23 hour ride, a plane ride from Rome to Manila, and you know, he's by
the time he gets home, it's got enough to be imitated. Literally, he's eating around 11 o'clock. His handlers
wanted him to get to bed, rightfully so. He's getting- that long day next day, and he wants to do night
prayers. Well, his night prayers are, you know, it's a euphemism for three rosaries. He's in the chapel, and
his handlers are there, and he says the rosary one, and he wants someone to lead it. And he grabs the
guy's arm. He said, “That's not the way to talk to the Mother of God. You got to slow down.” And then he
wants, he sings the Our Father, this is what the bishop told me. And then they finally relieved and done
the rosary. And he said, “l want to do another one.” He did three, but don't do that. | mean, when you're
a pope, you can do that kind of stuff, maybe. And then the next day, 5 million people came. It's just that
that's who Mary is. Take a pick, Guadalupe, the same thing- Fatima, these big evangelical miracles. And so,
| just take St. Josemaria's advice to finish my prayer. “Finally, | would recommend that, if you haven't
already done so, you find out for yourself by personal experience the meaning of Mary's maternal love. It
is not enough just to know she is our Mother and to think and to talk about her as such. She is your Mother
and you are her son. She loves you as if you were her only child in this world. Treat her accordingly: tell
her about everything that happens to you, honor her and love her. No one will do it for you or as well as
you, if you do not do it yourself.”

| thank you, my God, for the good resolutions, affections, and inspirations which you have communicated

to me in this meditation. | ask your help to put them into effect. My Immaculate Mother, St. Joseph, my
father and lord, my guardian angel, intercede for me.
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