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In the name of the Father and of the Son of the Holy Spirit, Amen. My Lord and my God, | firmly believe
that you are here, that you see me, that you hear me. | adore you with profound reverence; | beg your
pardon for my sins and the grace to make this time of prayer fruitful. My Immaculate Mother, St. Joseph,
my father and lord, my guardian angel, intercede for me.

We begin our prayer today thanking God for the gift of holiness. For us, it is the greatest gift, our
relationship with God, redeeming Our Lord, redeeming us, saving us, giving us life, a natural life, first of
all, and then calling us into eternal life. If we are attuned to Our Lord's gospel and attuned to his way and
in love with the Lord Jesus, and desirous, and always desiring, to fulfill the will of God and to be the person
that God has called us to be, which, of course, for us is a little bit of a mystery, right? Because God knows
us better than we know ourselves. And you know, Lord, that I'm full of many defects and many weaknesses
that I'm aware of every day, and if I'm not careful, | could maybe see things a little bit negatively in terms
of my own relationship with God or my own struggle, because we tend to see our weaknesses pretty,
pretty clearly.

Once we look at our lives as a way - as a way of holiness, we consider the holiness of God in the scriptures,
or we consider the holiness of the some of the prophets or some of the instruments of God throughout
salvation history, people like Moses. And we may think, Well, how would | ever be anywhere close to as
holy as Moses is, or especially in the New Testament? Then we have the saints, right, who are close to the
Lord Jesus in his lifetime. And we think of, how could any - how could | get anywhere near that kind of
closeness of communication with Jesus, or with the physical and emotional and spiritual closeness that
somebody like St. Peter had, or St. John, or even St. Mary Magdalene to hear the audible words of the
Lord Jesus as he walked the earth. And even today's saint, which | believe is being- this recording is being
offered today for our prayer on the feast of St. Padre Pio, who is one of the greatest of the contemporary
saints, along with people like St. Teresa of Calcutta and St. Josemaria, of course, St. John Paul Il. These are
towering figures of holiness, too. And you look at somebody like St. Padre Pio, and it's, it's quite an
amazing- amazing story, and it's of his life and his dedication to God from a very young age. You know, at
least as an adolescent, his story is very beautiful and very powerful, and he became one of the most
popular saints of the last century and into this century as well.

| sometimes say on retreats that | give the little story that my aunt told me. In a kind of strange way, I'm
related, through one of my aunts, to an assistant of St. Padre Pio, who his name was Father Dominic, and
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he was a Capuchin Friar like St. Padre Pio. | believe he died in about 1969; St. Padre Pio, | believe, died in
1968. So they were contemporaries, and this Capuchin monk, Fr. Dominic, was from Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. He lived for a number of years with St. Padre Pio in San Giovanni Rotonda in there in Italy,
where St. Padre Pio lived, and he was one of his assistants. Probably, my guess is that he helped him with
English communications and English letters, and responding to the many requests for prayers and things
like that, but I'm not really sure. But anyway, he became sick- Fr. Dominic became sick, and he had to come,
as | understand it, back to the United States for medical treatment. And he ended up somewhere in
Indiana. And in- during his recovery there, Padre Pio came to visit him, to check up on him. “How are you
doing?” And this Fr. Dominic said, “Padre, Padre Pio, | thought you were in Pietrelcina.” And Padre Pio,
more or less said, “l am, but | wanted to come to see how you're doing.” And then | guess he disappeared,
or whatever. But, you know, Padre Pio had that gift of bilocation on occasion, and many other, | guess we
say extraordinary charisms, but in the light of God, they're not extraordinary, right? Because, you know,
God can do whatever he wants and any way that he wants, with whatever instruments are willing to serve
God and for some people, he- their path to holiness is kind of connected with that wavelength, a spiritual
wavelength of God, which in our- in our vision, is quite extraordinary, and things like bilocation or locutions
and visions and things like that.

But we know that Padre Pio was a very, very holy saint; at the same time, he was a very normal person
too. He was very friendly. He sought to serve his brothers, the Capuchins, as best he could; of course, he
sought to serve the Church very well. He had a sense of humor. He sometimes liked to joke, joke a bit with
the- with his brothers, and that's great, you know, he had this ordinary aspect about him as well that was
very attractive. And | think it's important that we don't look at just the sort of the extraordinary or just the
spiritual aspects of any saint. You want to seek a balanced approach to their life, so that- help us, Lord, so
that we can also imitate the lives of these saints. We are called to imitate Jesus, you Lord first of all, but
we do so as well, through the lives of the saints. We see Christ through those who have gone before us,
and so every saint, with your grace, Jesus, has something to offer us. So we shouldn't be too concerned
when we are more aware of our weaknesses or our failings, or if we are, in some way, kind of comparing
ourselves to the saints and maybe getting a little bit discouraged because we are not on that path of- same
path or level of holiness yet. Well, or maybe in this life never, we don't know, but only God knows. But |
think the saints would be the first people to say, not to worry, not to worry. Look to Christ. He has given
you your life, he has given you your mission. He has given you the graces you need to carry out that
mission. He has given you the time in which is allotted for you to carry it out on this earth and rejoice in
that, rejoice in that. Nobody praying with me here has to be St. Padre Pio, there already is one, and he is
now in heaven, and he completed his mission very well. Or no one, once again, has to be St. Josemaria,
the founder of Opus Dei, because guess what? That's right, there is one, and he is in heaven, and he's a
saint. And no one has to be St. Peter, the apostle, because that's right, there already is one, and he had his
mission, so you and | have our mission.

But there's one of the saints, of course, which- who we always admire in a special way, and has a kind of
universal appeal, of course, for all Christians, for all followers, friends of Jesus, and that's the Blessed Virgin
Mary, and that goes without saying. She receives from us a veneration which is stronger than the
veneration you may have, the strongest veneration you may have to one of the saints. Our Lady should
have- we should have a greater devotion to her, a greater veneration for the Blessed Virgin Mary, what the
theologians called, and what you've probably heard before, a hyperdulia, which is a kind of a stronger or
more powerful devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Hyper means above to have an above-average and
above normal devotion to Our Lady that we might have toward other saints. And so we rejoice in that. We
know what that means. Our Lady is the Queen of Heaven, Our Lady is Mother of God, and Our Lady is Our
Blessed Mother. Each of us, in a way, given the maternal care from Mary personally to us. And so we have
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that great devotion that probably most of us, at least those of us who were raised Catholic from a young
age, we probably don't remember actually learning the Hail Mary, for example. | know | can't- |, yeah, | no-
no idea when the first time | heard the Hail Mary was probably on the day of my baptism or something.
Probably most people could say the same, who were raised from a young age as Catholics, because it's
been a part of our spiritual life, integral to our spiritual life from the very beginning, thanks to you, Lord,
and thanks to your gift of the Mother of God as our mother, as you gave us, Jesus, at the foot of the cross.
"Behold your mother, behold your son," as Our Lord told us.

So, as Mother, we look to Mary, right? But also as a guide to be imitated, you know, guide to be imitated.
And | think as little children, | don't know we- at least for boys, | think we don't, we don't, right away look
at our mother, our own personal, physical mother, a family mother, as someone to be immediately
imitated. Nobody get offended at this, please, but you know mom is who cares for you. She cares for me,
she helps me, she supports me, she comforts me. When you're young, you kind of don't know that. Well,
guess what? You will have to also take on these roles of comforting others, of supporting others, of
teaching others, of giving others. So- but | think, as a younger child, very devoted to your own natural
mother, you don't quite make that connection that actually she's teaching you to care for others through
the care that we receive from her, right? So, from our own mothers, we receive care. And even if we're
not going to be mothers, of course, which is half the human race, more or less, not going to become
mothers, we still have to take on some of those qualities of the caregiving and the solicitude of a mother.
We also have to learn from our own mothers.

| say this because we are asked to meditate about Mary, Queen and Guide and Mother of Students, a kind
of devotion that is kind of a new devotion, as far as | know, a patroness of studies, you could say. The desire
that we might have to look to Our Lady as guide- in our in the way that we view the world, in a way that
we know the world. | suppose that it comes from a common extension of Mary, Seat of Wisdom. Mary,
Seat of Wisdom who has, you know ancient devotion that you've seen as | have those beautiful paintings,
artwork of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and usually seated on a throne, or maybe something simple, like I'm
near a chapel now where the there's a beautiful painting of Our Lady and the child on her lap, but they're
sitting on a rock. It's during the Flight into Egypt, and they're kind of just sitting on a rock, and St. Joseph
is in the background. And you can kind of picture this scene during a resting moment during the Flight into
Egypt. But it's, it's kind of a Seat of Wisdom look, you know, Our Lady and the child Jesus, and they're at
peace. And they're trusting God. You're learning from them their lack of fear to carry out the will of God.
You're learning from them the detachment from success, detachment from allures and the comforts of
this world and a proper relationship that comes from that which is Our Lady and Jesus showing that what
really matters is that they are together, united. God with Our Lady, and Our Lady close to the child Jesus,
and so that is what really matters in this life. And that's a great lesson of even a Seat of Wisdom scene as
simple and as rustic as Mary and the Child Jesus on the flight to Egypt, or just in the home of Nazareth or
some other outdoor kind of shot that there might be there.

So all of those, all of those references to Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom can be very moving for us and very
helping- helpful for us because Our Lady, Queen of Students, Our Lady patron- patroness of academics,
Our Lady, helper of those who study, who have been given gifts of intelligence in order to understand the
world, is- it's a great thing. So, we look, first of all, at her life of prayer to learn from her as Seat of Wisdom.
The Gospel of today was very short, by the way, as you probably, if you were at Mass today, you remember
it. You just get started in the Gospel, that is for September 23, and it's almost over right away, right? It's
this, this gospel we're very familiar with, the mother of Jesus and his brothers came to him but were unable
to join him because of the crowd. He was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside and
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they wish to see you.” He said to them in reply, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word
of God and act on it.” Well, there is the lesson to be learned, of course. Some people are kind of shocked
by this. | know at times, Jesus, I'm a little bit shocked when | read these words. And kind of it seems like
there's a maybe too much detachment from your mother, from the Blessed Virgin Mary. Because, well,
now, who is my mother and my brothers? They're the ones who, you know, anybody could do that right
kind of thing, which, of course, is true, because God, as God, doesn't need anybody but his own presence,
his own reality. God doesn't need any aspect of creation in order to make him happier or to make him
better, or to make him stronger, or anything like that.

And yet Jesus chose, by and through the Incarnation, to be on the receiving end of affection, to be on the
receiving end of care, physical care, to be on the receiving end, even of some forms of knowledge, right?
And that's always a great mystery. You know, at some point, we can imagine St. Joseph, where Our Lady
taught the child Jesus to tie his sandal straps or whatever. And Jesus probably could have done it much
better without the instruction, maybe. But you know, he receives that instruction from the others, from
Our Lady and St. Joseph, different things than the upbringing of Our Lord that are really at the depth and
very, very, very mysterious in considering the sacred humanity of Christ, but that Jesus needed and chose
to need the human family that he belonged to is a great thing. And then here we have a scene that kind
of seems like- but yet, you know, I'm kind of detached from the human family aspect of my- of my vocation.
We saw a hint of this before at the scene of the Child Jesus in the temple, right when Mary and Joseph
come to find Jesus, who is missing from the group, and he tells them, “Well, why were you looking for me?
Didn't you realize | have to be about my father's work, or my father's business, or in my father's house?”
Which, of course, was not a disrespect of St. Joseph or of the Blessed Virgin Mary, but were, were kind of
statements to us, to them, but also, you know, in a strong way to us, that he has a control over the universe
and over the world that we can't fathom. And even at age twelve, he must be about his father's business,
and that the mission that has been given to him through the Incarnation, which is a mystery for us and a
great joy.

And so what is- what is the follow up there? It says, Mary contemplated these things in her heart. She
turned them over, she considered them, she reflected upon them, you know, and that- that really, that
really helps us, because we can see what we're going to learn from Our Lady as Seat of Wisdom, or what
we are going to learn from Our Lady as patroness of students, those who are in the job of learning is going
to be the fruit of her deep reflection, her holiness and her deep reflection. The lesson here is, for example,
very, very good, because we see it's something Mary took to heart her whole life. My mother and my
brothers are those who hear the word of God and act upon it. Well, who in the New Testament do we see
did that the best and did that sort of first and in the best way? It wasn't Zechariah, who is- appears in the
Gospel of Luke before the Blessed Virgin Mary. But he doubted the angel Gabriel, that a miracle could take
place, and that he would become a father to John the Baptist. And so, he was punished for that doubt. But
then the next scene is Our Lady, right, and she hears the Word of God and acts upon it right away. We
know that scene very well, for Jesus, we meditate on it every day, many of us, the Angelus prayer. We
meditate on the- on the quickness of the agility, spiritual agility, and swiftness of the Blessed Virgin Mary
of your mother, Jesus, when she receives the news, when she is given the call to carry out this mission,
she does it right away. She says, "Let it be done unto me according to your word."

Of course, there is a little bit of dialogue with the angel, and that's good for us too, because it's not dialogue
of doubt, but it's kind of dialogue of logistics, right? How is this going to happen? What is the plan? How's
this going to be carried out? The angel tells her this is going to be the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit will overshadow you. And so, the child that you bear will be the Son of God, because the Holy Spirit
will overshadow you. And so Our Lady is given that assurance that this, this will happen miraculously,
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totally miraculously. As her spiritual agility, then is quick and says, "Well, let it be done according to your
word." You know, Fiat means Secundum Verbum Tuum in Latin, right? “Let it be done to me according to
your word.” And there is Jesus, you know, saying that right here, those who hear the word of God and act
upon it. So there is Our Lady right there, there's the Blessed Virgin Mary, the first person who did that, and
that's my mother, and that's my brothers. And you can learn from this. You can learn the spiritual agility
of Our Lady. If you hear me, Jesus is saying, you hear my words, you can act upon them in a way conforming
to your situation and your vocation, and even in the context of your weaknesses and challenges and
everything. But within this context of your life, you can hear the Word of God and act on it just as faithfully
and in a way, just as quickly as Our Lady does, as my own mother does, Jesus could say. And so you- he
knows that Mary already is- she's living this out in her daily life, and she has her whole life to live this out.

Our Lord doesn't need her to come forward, | guess, in this moment. It's kind of mysterious, but he doesn't
have to come greet her and bring her forward in this moment. He kind of lets her stay back with his other
disciples and the people who is kind of new to these other people, right? In the front, you know, in the
front, and they're hearing the Word of God for the first time. You know, Mary's heard the word of God
coming from the lips of Jesus now, for over 30 years. Started with just infant talk, and then child talk, and
then adolescent talk, and then young adult talk, and then full adult talk. And now she's hearing the public
words of Jesus, right? But the people in the front are, this may be the first time that they ever heard Jesus
speak. And so, he's saying, like, listen to my words. Hear the Word of God and act on it. And act on it. Of
course, this is always going to be the challenge of Christian living is not just to sort of absorb the Word of
God or to hear it, but to act upon it.

As Pope Benedict XVI, a few years ago, and now it's getting to be more than a few, just a few years ago,
probably in about the year, | don't know, 2009-2010, somewhere in there, he talked about, | don't have
the direct quote in front of me, but he talked about the Gospel as being performative, not just informative
writing. You know, many times when you read things like research, you want to be informed about
something, some historical event, or some news event, or something. And what is more historical and
newsworthy than the Gospel, right, than the Bible. But Pope Benedict XVI talked about it's not just a
guestion of being informed about the past or informed about Jesus or even informed about, oh, what
should | do with my life, or something like that? But actually, it's performative. It moves us. The Word of
God moves us, he says, to carry out what is behind the Word of God, the will of God, to carry out the will
of God. Or, as Jesus says here, to hear the Word of God and act upon it.

And so, Our Lady, Queen of students, Our Lady, patroness of those who are trying to learn, who are trying
to study, who are trying to be more aware of the world. We ask her for that contemplative spirit, for that
reflectiveness, as she- her reflective spirit, as we see it in the Gospel, as contemplative, but we also look
to herin a particular way, to act upon it, to not just consider it, to not just look at it and sort of turn it over
and keep looking at it, but actually to act upon it. And so that will be, | know it is for me, many times |
receive information requests from people, prayer requests, requests to have meetings and try to help
organize some of the aspects of Christian living, maybe some classes or retreat topics, or some, maybe
some service project, a social project that maybe I'll be involved in, or something. And many times, you
know, you can only- you have to study it. You have to study the possibilities. Do we have the manpower to
put a retreat together, or the woman power? Do we have the personnel to handle this? Do we have the
financial resources for this service project? Do we have enough people interested in it? All those kind of
strategic questions and aspects that we have to- you have to look at things humanly. And you have to study
them really closely. You have to kind of study them and consult with other people who've had similar
experiences, perhaps. But then the end, you just have to say, Well, are we going to do this or not? We have
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to act, we have to make a decision here. Are we going to do this or not? And then boom, and then that's
it. We act upon it.

Well, we've contemplated a number of things in this time of prayer, and we have to act upon finishing our
time of prayer. So, we will ask Our Lady to help us as Seat of Wisdom, as Queen of Students, as patroness
of those who learn, to teach us the way of true wisdom, closeness to Jesus. Help us to imitate your
contemplative spirit, Mary. But above all, help us to contemplate in order to fulfill our mission, as you
fulfilled and completed your mission on this earth, and continue from Heaven to be Queen, to be Seat of
Wisdom, to be a guide and inspiration to all of us. We ask you, holy Mary, please, and teach us your ways
of contemplation, understanding, and action.

| thank you, my God, for the good resolutions, affections, and inspirations that you have communicated to

me in this time of prayer. | ask your help in putting them into effect. My Immaculate Mother, St. Joseph,
my father and lord, my guardian angel, intercede for me.
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